Independence Blue Cross Foundation
Service Scholars” Pathway Program

Joining forces for veterans to hecome nurses

The Independence Blue Cross (IBX) Foundation is dedicated to improving healthcare
access, strengthening the health workforce, and enabling solutions for better health.
The Service Scholars Program (Service Scholars) is a novel education pathway
program to accelerate student veterans to become nurses.

Program overview

Service Scholars is the only pathway program in the nation supporting student
veterans pursuing their first degree in nursing. Participating nursing schools receive
funding from the IBX Foundation to enhance the educational benefits provided by
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Yellow Ribbon Program. Additionally,
the IBX Foundation provides participating schools dedicated resources to support
the success of student veterans beyond the academic setting through mentorship and
professional development.

Service Scholars Pathway program appeals widely to schools and student veterans.
In Southeastern Pennsylvania the program has expanded to seven nursing programs
from an initial cohort of five schools: Community College of Philadelphia, Drexel
University, Gwynedd Mercy University, Montgomery County Community College,
Thomas Jefferson University, Villanova University and West Chester University.

Service Scholars student veterans represent four of the six active-duty military
service branches: Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines; both National Guard branches
(Army National Guard and Air National Guard); and the five military reserve
components of the U.S. Armed Forces (Army Reserve, Navy Reserve, Marine Corps
Reserve, Air Force Reserve, and Coast Guard Reserve).

Service Scholars supports student veterans’ success in higher education, eases the
transition to civilian life, and addresses a growing shortage in the health workforce
with the creation of a highly skilled talent pool.

Supporting student veteran
success in higher education
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Establish or expand a U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) Yellow Ribbon Program
agreement to leverage
matching funds for student
veteran education

Review the student’s Joint
Service Transcript or Air Force
Transcript and award appropriate
credit for military training and
service in accordance with the
American Council on Education
(ACE) Military Guide to
accelerate degree completion

Minimize out-of-pocket expenses
for essentials to ease financial
strain on student veterans

Allow flexibility to meet
academic requirements while
fulfilling military obligations to
promote academic success and
career readiness

Provide resources for
mentorship and professional
development to support
transition to civilian career

Establish partnerships between
higher education and health
employers for work-study and
career opportunities
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Additional background

Financial Cost of an Education

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Yellow Ribbon Program offers
colleges and universities a dollar-for-dollar match for institutional funding committed
to student veterans. In addition to private philanthropy, colleges and universities can
charge in-state tuition rates for all student veterans to further reduce the costs of an
education not covered by veteran benefits.

Non-Tuition Related Expenses

Veterans often have non-tuition financial and familial responsibilities greater
than those of traditional college students. Non-tuition stipends for G.I. Bill
eligible veterans can help reduce essential expenses such as childcare, housing,
transportation, food, and clinical supplies.

Identifying Student Veterans

Colleges and universities should track the progress of student veteran recruitment,
enrollment, and matriculation to best support academic progress and assist active-
duty students through learning disruptions when mobilized for military service.

Mentorship and Career Preparation

Mentorship, career readiness, and professional development are necessary to
support veterans through the transition from military to civilian life. Collaboration
and partnership with off-campus veteran service organizations and prospective
employers creates access to a larger population of prospective students for colleges
and universities and can serve as a catalyst to build a direct pathway to a career upon
graduation for student veterans.

Academic Credit for Military Training

The Joint Service Transcript or Air Force Transcript supports academic institutions in
awarding college credit to veterans based on their training and military occupational
specialty by translating a service member’s training record into equivalent college
credits in accordance with the American Council on Education (ACE) Military Guide.
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